CHAPTER XII
BEWAN OF BARODA

With Roniesh Butt's return to India, at the end of March
1909, began the last chapter of his life. It was a brief
chapter, but the shadow of the sudden end had not cast
itself yet. He WHS in the midst of life, rejoicing at the
success of his cause and striving to advance it further. The
Minto-Morley Reforms which had just been announced had
given him satisfaction. The measures were largely in the
direction he had sought. He looked forward to a period
when the new Arrangements would be implemented in
practice to' the benefit of the country. He was prepared
to take his share in it,

Soon after his return to India, Government announced
the appointment of S. P. Sinha (later Lord Sinha) as the
first Indian member of the Viceroy's Executive Council.
The announcement was hailed by Roniesh Dutt, for he had
long pleaded for the association of Indians in the highest
administrative: Council of the country to enable the Indian
point of view in important matters of administration to be
taken due note of. He arranged a reception at his house
in Calcutta in Sinha's honour, and described the party with
child-like delight in a letter to his daughter.

After spending a few weeks in Calcutta, Romesh Dutt
proceeded for a further holiday to Shillong. There he was
joined by his life-long friend, Bihari Lai Gupta, and the
two spent a delightful time in what they described as "the
pleasantest hill station we have seen,"

On the 1st June 1909, Romesh Dutt took charge as the
Dewan of Baroda, succeeding the former Dewan Kershaspji